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Introduction by HRH The Princess Royal, Chancellor, University of London This is a small booklet (27pp) exploring the history of the robes of this, the first institution of higher education in Wales (founded 1822). As Lampeter degrees have been in suspension since 1971, when the College became part of the federal University of Wales, it seemed appropriate to make a record of the robes used, both for the benefit of the College, and also for historians of academical dress.
Although it predates Durham by ten years (1832), and London by fourteen (1836), it did not gain degree-awarding powers until after these two universities: it gained the BD in 1852 and the BA in 1865. So, although it cannot claim to have the first set of robes designed ab initio (rather than developing, as the Oxbridge ones have) -that honour would seem to belong to St Bees' Theological College -it is among the very first to have specially designed robes. Both the degree hoods are unique: the BA uses a lining of miniver (white fur with black spots) rather than the usual plain white rabbit fur, and the BD has what is probably the first three-colour hood in the UK.
The booklet is illustrated with several line drawings, and colour photographs of the gowns and hoods. There is a bibliography, and full end-notes, and also two tables, one comparing the hoods of various universities in the mid-nineteenth century, and the other the various records of the Lampeter hoods.
